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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION

_ POLICY BULLETIN (PB)
Subject: Suicide Prevention, Assessment, and Response
PB Number: 08-06 Approval Date:1/9/09
California Manual: Revision#:  Section #:
CDBPamﬂ::"faﬂn?d Administrative (YAM)
ggr?:blli!;ion Education Services (ES)
Division of | X | Institutions and Camps (I&C) 81 6263
Juvenile Justice || Parole Services (PS)
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The purpose of this Policy Bulletin (PB) is to provide all Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) Institutions and Camps
manual holders with information regarding the attached new DIJ policy for Suicide Prevention, Assessment, and
Response.

The policy has been revised in response to implementation issues experienced during the pilot program at the
N.A. Chaderjian Youth Correctional Facility.

Instructions

This PB contains changes to the above reference manual(s). To update your manual(s), please follow the directions
below step by step.

1.

2.

Locate the correct manual(s), as marked above.

Remove

Insert

Special Instructions

Suicide Prevention, Assessment,
and Response (SPAR), 1&C
Manual, Section 6263-6272,
Revision Date 03/13/08

Suicide Prevention, Assessment, and
Response (SPAR), 1&C Manual,
Section 6263

N/A

e Clinicians’ Orders, DJJ 8.002

e Critical Factors Assessment for
Determining Need for Mental
Health Evaluation, DJJ 8.271

e Focal Treatment Plan: Follow-
Up Status, DJJ 8.067

e Focal Treatment Plan: Suicide
Precaution, DJJ 8.066

e Focal Treatment Plan: Suicide
Watch, DJJ 8.068

e Focal Treatment Plan:
Treatment Team
Acknowledgement, DJJ 8.069

e Interdisciplinary Chronological
Progress Notes, DJJ 8.003

¢ Intrasystem Transfer Screening,
DJJ 8.023

e Mental Health Referral Form,
DJJ 8.039

Insert the forms behind index in
alphabetical order
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e Receiving Health Care
Screening, DJJ 8.031

e Serious Incident Report,
DJJ 8.036

e SPAR: 5 Minute Suicide Watch
Record DJJ 8.228

e SPAR: Suicide Observation
Record, DJJ 8.286

e SPAR: Suicide Risk and
Screening Questionnaire,
DIJ 8. 281

e Suicide Risk Response
Tracking Log, DJJ 8.229

¢ Suicide Risk Response Status:
Release Treatment Plan,
DJJ 8.070

3. Update the Revision Record Log (first page of the manual) using the revision number reference above.
This cover sheet does not need to be archived in the manual, only the attached items.
Please inform all persons concerned of the contents of this PB, which shall be maintained and the information
contained in this PB utilized. Please direct any inquiries to Dolores Slaton, Policy, Procedures, Programs, and
Regulations (PPP&R) Unit Manager, at (916) 262-1431.
Original Signed by

BERNARD E. WARNER
Chief Deputy Secretary

Attachments
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Manual Section # Replace(s)
[C] Administrative (YAM)

[] Education Services (ES)

X Institutions and Camps (1&C) 6263 6263-6272
[C] Parole Services (PS)

] Special Education (SE)

Signature/Approval i
Date o e
‘___,__/

L} [09
BERNARD E. WARNER Approvdl Dite
Chiel’ Deputy Secretary

Policy This policy establishes standards of training, assessment, intervention, response, and
program monitoring for suicidal and self-injurious behavior to reduce the risk of injury to
youth from these behaviors.

Expression of suicidal ideations, feelings, and self-injurious behaviors constitute a health
care emergency which requires immediate and effective action. All Direct Care Staff in
Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) facilities shall immediately report and respond to any
communication or action indicating a youth is, or may be, thinking of suicide or self-
injurious behaviors and take all necessary precautions to prevent self-harm. Any DIJJ
facility employee who becomes aware of a youth with current suicidal ideations, attempts at
suicide, threats, or acts of self-injurious behavior shall immediately intervene with the
youth, provide 1:1 staff supervision, notify a member of the Health Care Staff, and contact
the Duty Lieutenant or designee.

Suicidal ideations, feelings, and self-injurious behaviors exhibited by youth are indicators
of an increased level of psychological and/or psychosocial distress. Living Unit staff have
the responsibility to respond to the individual’s distress, resulting in decreased safety in the
Living Unit (community), by confronting the precipitants of the distress and applying
appropriate interventions. As soon as is clinically appropriate, and as often as necessary,
following a suicidal ideation, threat, or act, the youth and Living Unit staff shall meet in
large and/or small group settings to engage in guided interactions. With the guidance of
staff, youth are encouraged to take accountability for their actions and to listen to the advice
of their peers. The goal of these community and small group meetings is to empower the
youth to make positive changes, re-establish the conditions of safety, reinforce respect for
each other, and to assess, establish, and modify achievable goals.

Scope The DJJ Suicide Prevention, Assessment and Response (SPAR) policy affects all youths,
Direct Care Staff, and volunteers in DJJ facilities.

Amority e Welfare and Institutions Code, Sections, 1000, 1004, 1712, 1751, and 5150

e (California Code of Regulations, Title 15, Division 4, Section 4744
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Related Standards/
References

Related Remedial
Plan or Court
Order

Requirements

Revision Date(s)

Effective Date

CN 60

National Commission on Correctional Health Care: Correctional Mental Health Care
Standards and Guidelines for Delivering Services: M-G-05

Crisis Prevention and Management, [&C Manual, Section 2080
Youth Search, 1&C Manual, Section 5015

Notice of Serious Injury, Illness or Death of a Youth, I&C Manual, Section 5515
Medical Reception, [&C Manual, Section 6167

Intrasystem Transfer, I&C Manual, Section 6169

Medical and Dental Services, I&C Manual, Section 6172
Medication Administration, [&C Manual, Section 6187
Emergency Services, 1&C Manual, Section 6209

First Aid, 1&C Manual, Section 6246

Outpatient Housing Unit, 1&C Manual, Section 6246.5
Sentinel Events, I&C Manual, Section 6249.6

Mortality Review, 1&C Manual, Section 6249.7

Receiving Health Care Screening, I&C Manual, Section 3271

Farrell Lawsuit Other Lawsuits & Court Orders
[X] Safety and Welfare [] L.H. Lawsuit
[ ] Education Services [] Other:

[] Wards with Disabilities Program

[ Mental Health

[<] Health Care Services

[] Sexual Behavior Treatment Program

This policy has a training requirement: ™ Yes [] No
This policy has an audit requirement: X Yes [] No
This policy has restricted distribution: [] Yes X No
This policy requires annual review: X Yes [] No
This policy requires a local procedure: [] Yes X No

Sections 6263-6266, 10/11/02
Section 6267, 11/05

Section 6268, 4/16/06
Section 6269, 4/16/06
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