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Rates at Year One

DJJ Commitments DJJ Commitments Arrest or Any

Arrest Law Violations Tech Violations  Adult Commitment Any Commitment Commitment
Total
Rates at One Year Released N % N % N % N % N % N %
707b/290 Offenders 789 399 50.6 78 9.9 70 8.9 51 6.5 185 234 420 53.2
Other Offenders 707 477 67.5 98 13.9 84 11.9 72 10.2 248 35.1 507 7.7
TOTAL| 1496 876 58.6 176 11.8 154 10.3 123 8.2 433 28.9 927 62.0

Rates at Year Two

DJJ Commitments DJJ Commitments Arrest or Any

Arrest Law Violations Tech Violations  Adult Commitment Any Commitment Commitment
Total
Rates at Two Years Released N Y% N % N % N % N % N %
707h/290 Offenders 789 512 64.9 55 7.0 55 7.0 123 15.6 342 43.3 535 67.8
Other Offenders 707 575 81.3 33 4.7 21 3.0 185 26.2 377 53.3 597 84.4
TOTAL| 1496 1087 72,7 88 5.9 76 5.1 308 20.6 719 48.1 1132 75.7

Rates at Year Three

DJJ Commitments DJJ Commitments Arrest or Any

Arrest Law Violations Tech Violations  Adult Commitment Any Commitment Commitment
Total
Rates at Three Years Released N % N % N % N %o N % N %
707b/290 Offenders 789 568 72.0 24 3.0 13 1.6 182 231 405 51.3 590 74.8
Other Offenders 707 607 85.9 6 0.8 5 0.7 256 36.2 430 60.8 622 88.0
TOTAL| 1496 1175 78.5 30 2.0 18 1.2 438 29.3 835 55.8 1212 81.0
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Recidivism

In response to the Legislature’s current request for information on how DJJ will define
recidivism and how the Division of Juvenile Parole (DJPO) will measure success, DJJ has
worked with the CDCR Office of Research to provide a definition of recidivism, which is listed
below.

RECIDIVISM: JUVENILE JUSTICE DEFINITION AND FORMULA

Recidivist: An individual previously adjudicated of a serious or violent crime [CA Welfare and
Institutions Code (WIC) 707b] or sex crime [CA Penal Code (PC) 290], committed to California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and
released/discharged from CDCR who was subsequently arrested in California or
returned/recommitted to DJJ or returned/committed to a CDCR adult institution (prison) during a
specified follow-up period of time (recidivism period) independent of his/her discharge status on
the initial committing offense(s).”

Release/Discharge Period: A defined California State Fiscal Year (FY). The release/discharge
period defines the study cohort period.

Recidivism Period: A specified one-year, two-year, or three-year period immediately following
the Release/Discharge Period.

Recidivism Rate: The ratio of the number of recidivists to the number of offenders who where
paroled or discharged during a specified period of time (Release/Discharge Period). This office
has specified one, two, and three-year follow-up periods and calculates one-year, two-year, and
three-year recidivism rates.

Calculation: # of individuals arrested or recommitted to DJJ or committed to CDCR adult
prison during the recidivism period that were paroled or discharged from DJJ during the
release/discharge period / # of individual paroled or discharged from DJJ during the
release/discharge period.

" A comparison recidivist group will be constructed that consists of the entire DJJ population.

The CDCR Office of Research will begin tracking cases to report on recidivism as soon as it is
able to develop a baseline to identify DJJ’s current rate of recidivism as per the definition. Upon
obtaining DJJ’s current rate of recidivism DJJ will be able to establish a goal to improve our
performance in this area.

The need to establish a baseline is critical in that over the last two years the population of
commitments to DJJ have been significantly altered. The implementation of Senate Bill 81 and
Assembly Bill 191 severely changed the characteristics of the DJJ population. All previous data
being collected included non WIC 707b (less serious) and WIC 707b (more serious) offenders.
In order for the DJJ to make realistic projections and set attainable goals a baseline of only
relevant commitments needs to be established. Once that baseline is established, DJJ will be
able to submit an annual rate and will be able to identify an annual goal of reduction.
The timetable and bench marks for achieving this task are listed on the last page.




